
Minutes of the 2006 Annual General Meeting

of the Hospital Infection Society

The 2006 AGM was held at the RAI Conference Centre, Amsterdam

on Tuesday 17th October 2006 at 12:30 p.m.

There were 47 members present (a list of signatures was collected).


Apologies were received from:  Dr M Ashcroft, Dr S Dancer, Mrs D King,

Dr M Logan, Dr A Telfer Brunton, Dr H Williams and Mrs M Worsley

06.59.
Minutes of the 2005 Annual General Meeting - 7 November 2005:

(Previously circulated with the Agenda for the AGM)

The Minutes were signed as a true record by the Chairman (RCS).

06.60.
Matters Arising

There were no matters arising that did not appear on the agenda.

06.61.
Chairman’s Report (Dr R C Spencer) (RCS)

(Previously circulated with the Agenda for the AGM)

RCS recorded his thanks to the Officers of the Society and the staff of HIS 

headquarters for their ongoing support.  He also thanked Dr Judith Richards who will be stepping down after the AGM, both for her term of office as Secretary but also for her work while in the post of scientific meetings secretary.  RCS welcomed, as incoming Secretary, Dr Anne Eastaway.

Professor Mike Emmerson’s term of office as President of HIS comes to an end and his successor, Dr G Ridgway was welcomed as President.

The Society has been closely involved with many DH and HPA initiatives including the “Infection Control Guidelines for Care Homes” and the Health Act.

The 3rd National Prevalence Survey of Healthcare Associated Infections resulted in 78,000 enrolled patients RCS recorded his thanks to Dr E Smyth (Belfast), Mrs J Enstone, Mr G McIlvenny and Mr C Lavelle.  The results of the survey will be announced as a late breaker session on 8th October at HIS National conference in Amsterdam.

RCS recorded his thanks to Professor Gary French and the organising committee for ensuring HIS2006 was a successful meeting.

Members were asked for suggestions as to the location of the next international conference in 2010.

06.62.
Secretary’s Report (Dr J Richards (JR)
(Previously circulated with the Agenda for the AGM)


There are currently 832 members, of whom 107 are Associates, 27 Trainees 

and 11 Retired; 70% of HIS membership comes from the UK and 21% from overseas.


         HIS appointed Peninsula Business Services as HR Advisors which has enabled 
the drafting of an HR manual as well as support with personnel and health and 
safety issues.


The first HIS “Epidemiology and Statistics for Infection Control Practitioners” 4 
day course took place in June and a waiting list for future years is building up.


In collaboration with colleagues from Ireland and Scotland and with the support 
of the Inspector of Microbiology, HIS has agreed to fund a project to develop a 
model for teaching infection control at medical undergraduate level to be led by 
Dr Hilary Humphries.


A visit to South American countries is planned for April/May 2007 and a 
bursary to a microbiology trainee has been awarded to Dr David Enoch from 
Addenbrookes, Cambridge.

06.63.       Treasurer’s Report (Dr M Greig) (MG)

(Tabled at the AGM, attached with the minutes of the AGM)

MG apologised for the delay in producing her report, due to the late arrival or the draft annual accounts.


Total assets at 31st March 2006 stood at £3.4M, £572,000 of which represents the value of 162 Kings Cross Road on the books, these have recently been re-valued at £600 - £650,000.  Our investment portfolio stands at £2.1M.

The main source of our income continues to be the Journal (£460,000) with membership fees at £38,000.

The impact of open access publishing on income needs to be monitored and 
alternative income streams developed. One option is to purchase a larger 
property and rent out space for meetings etc.


The DOH grant for the prevalence survey runs over 3 years and is expected 
to break even.


In order to keep Council expenses under control a robust Expenses Policy has 
been drawn up based on RCPath system.

06.64
Scientific Secretary’s Report (Dr T Boswell) (TB)

(Previously circulated with the Agenda for the AGM)
 
In June of this year HIS collaborated with Sheffield Teaching Hospitals and Hallam University for the Don’t Panic” meeting which was well attended, attracting 167 delegates.  HIS offered a Bursary of £500 to support attendance at FIS 2006 for the best oral free paper.  This was awarded to Ms Debra Khan for her presentation on an audit of IV cannulation practice pre-hospital admission.

FIS 2006 is being hosted by the British Infection Society and HIS is helping to organise a new session “Clinical Lessons in Infection Control”.

A Spring meeting is being planned for 22nd March 2007 at the NEC, Birmingham.  The theme of the meeting is “Surviving Scrutiny” and discussions are underway with the Central Sterilising Club regarding the possibility of a joint Study Day in October 2007
The next overseas trip, at the invitation of colleagues in Brazil, Chile, Uruguay and Argentina will take place in April/May 2007.

Suggestions are sought for the next Lowbury Lecturer.

06.65
Grant Report (Dr A Telfer Brunton) (ATB)

(Previously circulated with the Agenda for the AGM)
 

Eight Major Grant applications have been received.

Four Minor Grants applications have been received.


Two travel grants of £500 were awarded.


An interim report has been received from Dr J O’Gara, recipient of the Major 
Grant 2004.


A report has been received from Dr S Abubakar relating to his travel grant to 
attend IFIC 2006.

06.66.
Editor’s Report (Dr S Dancer) (SD)

(Tabled at the AGM, attached with the minutes of the AGM)


Nick Atherton continues to provide full-time support as Editorial Assistant in the Kings Cross office. 

The number of submissions for 2005/06 stands at 643 with a 48% rejection rate. 

New referees are always welcome to ease the workload on existing referees and Assistant Editors.

The Journal witnessed an act of plagiarism earlier in the year and the Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE) has been informed.  COPE will advise on any further action required.

06.67

Working Party Convenor’s Report (Dr G Gopal Rao) (GR)

(Tabled at the AGM, circulated with the minutes of the AGM)


A full list of Working parties with HIS involvement were circulated with the 

agenda for AGM.  GR asked for suggestions for new working parties for 
consideration by Council.

06.68.
Educational Workshop Report (Professor B Cookson) (BC)

(Previously circulated with the Agenda for the AGM)


The HIS is again collaborating with the BSAC/AMM/ICNA to run Educational  
workshops around England and Wales.  The topic this year is HAI Pneumonia.



The topic for the 2007 workshops is Clostridium difficile.
06.69.
Trainees Report (Dr Mary Ashcroft) (MA)



(Previously circulated with the Agenda for the AGM)


The national survey of specialist registrar training in Medical Microbiology had a final overall response rate of 60%.  The survey showed that the RCPath’s minimum standards for microbiology training re generally adhered t, but ongoing bench training appears to be lacking.  Some regional formal educational programs are reported to be poorly developed compared to others and sit has been proposed by the AMM trainees’ committee that in the short term, independent educationalists be commissioned to review regional training.

Only 13 % of respondents to the survey perceived themselves competent as an infection control doctor.

Following these issues an electronic questionnaire has been sent to all microbiology trainees asking specific questions relating to training in infection control.

Trainee membership to the Hospital Infection Society continues to be at the reduced rate of £25 per year which includes a subscription to the Journal of Hospital Infection. Trainees are actively encouraged to join and can do so by 

following instructions on the Hospital Infection Society web site. 

06.70.
Any Other Business


There was no other business.
06.71.
Date of Next Meeting


The 2007 Annual General Meeting of the Hospital Infection Society will be held in November 2007 (Date and Venue to be announced).

There being no other business the 2006 Annual General Meeting closed at 13.00.
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