Press release for: The Third Prevalence Survey of Healthcare-associated Infections in Acute Hospitals
Between February and May 2006, infection control staff across the UK and Ireland surveyed 75,763 beds and found 7.6% of adult patients in acute hospitals to have a healthcare-associated infection. 

The aim of this prevalence survey was to ascertain the number of patients in hospital who had or were being treated for an infection which they did not have on admission to hospital.   The last national prevalence survey carried out in the UK and Ireland was in 1993/94, when the prevalence rate was 9.0% in 37,111 patients surveyed.
The survey was completed in 273 acute hospitals across England, Wales, Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland (see table).  
Health Protection Scotland is performing a comparable survey which is on-going. Their results will be available in 2007.  
In England 190 hospitals (77% of acute trusts) participated, and the survey was led by the Hospital Infection Society and Infection Control Nurses Association and funded by the Department of Health.  
All hospitals will be able to access their own results from a secure web-based system.   The local data can be used to guide the setting of infection control priorities in each hospital.

The prevalence rates for specific infections (per 100 patients surveyed unless otherwise stated) were as follows: surgical site infection (4.2% of patients who had undergone a surgical procedure; 1.2% of all patients surveyed), gastro-intestinal infection (1.7%), urinary tract infection (1.7%), pneumonia (1.2%), skin and soft tissue infection (0.9%), primary bloodstream infection (0.6%), eye & ENT infection (0.2%), bone and joint infection (0.1%), cardiovascular system infection (0.1%), other lower respiratory tract infection (0.1%), reproductive tract infection (0.1%), systemic infection (0.1%), and central nervous system infection (<0.1%).
Infections were more prevalent in the older age groups with a prevalence rate of 8.7% for those aged 65 and over and 5.6% for those aged under 65.  In the 1993/94 National Prevalence Survey, 50% of the population was aged over 65 and in the 2006 survey 64% are aged 65 and over.
1.2% of patients surveyed had an infection where MRSA was considered the causative organism.    
The number of patients with diarrhoea due to Clostridium difficile was recorded.  1.7% of all patients in hospital had C.difficile.  The C. difficile prevalence rate in those aged under 65 is 0.7% and 2.3% in those aged 65 and over.  
Table
	Country
	Number of hospitals
	Number of patients
	Infection prevalence rate

	UK and Ireland (exc. Scotland)
	273
	75,763
	7.6%

	England
	190
	58,795
	8.2%

	Wales
	23
	5,825
	6.3%

	Northern Ireland
	15
	3,625
	5.5%

	Republic of Ireland
	45
	7,518
	4.9%
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